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Total Zambia Population is 13.1 million out of which  0-5 

years account for 20% (CSO 2010). 

 60.5% of the Zambian population fall below the poverty 

line (CSO 2010). 

  ZAC Targets 8,000 vulnerable children under five 

infected or affected by HIV/AIDS. 

 Out of 8,000 children, 67% still have their biological 

parents and live in the same house. (ZAC baseline 

report 2012) 

ZAC Priorities and plans for the targeted 8,000 children 

are in relation to the -Zambia Sixth National Development 

Plan (SNDP 2011-2015): 

 

ECD ENTRY POINT WAS HIV/AIDS: HOME BASED 

CARE, SUPPORT TO OVC AND CHILD SURVIVAL 

 

The Early Childhood Development Program: 

•  Established 46 ECD Centers. 

•  Trained 775 ECD volunteers. 

•  Trained 5029 caregivers. 

•  Trained 123 psychosocial counselors 

•  Formed 167 caregiver support groups. 

•  Formed 266 children play groups. 

•  Monthly caregiver group meetings/child play group 

meetings,    training.  

•  Linkages, referrals, counseling and home visitations. 

•. Nutrition support. 

•  Livelihood strengthening.  

• Volunteer Network – Use of Lead Volunteers and 

Promoters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Challenges 

 

  

  

 Addresses: Special needs of HIV/AIDS affected under five children - strong cognitive, language, social-emotional and motor skills development  Health Status of OVC Nutrition Status of OVCs and their caregivers Economic well being of caregiver affected by HIV/AIDS 

 

              
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

ZAC Program Context 
 Indicators  
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Early 

Childhood 

Development 

Child 
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Livelihood
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&  

Food 

Security 

1.  

1. Children are able to 

reach their full 

developmental 

potential. 

2. Caregivers are 

healthy and able to 

respond effectively 

to their children's 

needs. 

3. Children live in 

safe, stable  and 

consistent care 

giving 

environments. 
 

 

 EP-Trained ECD 

Volunteers 

 ECD Centers  

 Caregiver Support & 

Learning Groups; 

Children’s Playgroups  

 Monthly household visits 

 Psychosocial counseling 

 Referrals to other services 

 EP-Trained CHWs and 

HIV/AIDS home-based 

volunteers 

 Caregiver Health 

Education & Referrals to 

Health Services 

 Monthly Growth 

Monitoring  

 Malaria Control & LLIT 

Net Use 

 WASH Education & 

Facilities 

 Nutrition Education  

      & Cooking Skills 

 Age-appropriate 

Feeding 

 Nutritional Supplements  

 Vegetable Gardens 

 Sustainable Agriculture 

Training & Inputs 
 

 

 Adult Functional 

Literacy 

 Small Business Training 

 Formation and Training 

of Savings & Loan 

Groups 

 Agricultural 

Cooperatives & 

Agribusiness 

Development 

Beneficiary level: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Program Level: 
 

THE EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT 

PROGRAM  

STRATEGIES  

 Access through community based ECD 

centers, 

 Home visitation and use of the visual guides 

for observations. 

 Linkages with  stakeholders.  

 Referral system to enhance quality service 

 Quality through volunteer training in the 

essential package . 

 Other existing ECD service delivery models 

are monthly caregiver group meetings, growth 

monitoring, psychosocial counselling 

sessions, nutrition demonstrations. 

 Advocacy and awareness raising  


