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The Road to Melbourne 

• The “Coalition for Children Affected by AIDS” 

• Is a collective of funders, supported by technical 
 experts 

• Formed out of frustration in 2004 in Bangkok 

• Despite the fact that millions of children were living 
 with HIV and AIDS, and many of them had 
 been orphaned by the epidemic, information 
 about their care and support was virtually 
 absent from the IAS 2004 program 



Since then … 

Prior to 2006 
 

Toronto 2006 
 

Mexico City 2008 
 

Vienna 2010 
 

Washington 2012 
 

… and                
Melbourne 2014 

Helped define and champion 
psychosocial support for children 
 
 
 

 

Championed the Joint Learning 
Initiative on Children and AIDS (JLICA) 
 

 
Family-centred services for children 
affected by HIV 
 

Community action to end paediatric HIV 
infections 
 
Children born into families affected by 
HIV 

 
 



Activities 

• 2-Year Convening to formulate issues for attention 
 and action, leading up to IAS Conference 
•Children’s Symposium – 2-day official affiliate of the 
 IAS 
• Research Prize for best abstract on children at IAS 
• Special Journal Issues – in Melbourne we’re launching 
 a special issue of AIDS on Children Born into 
 Families Affected by HIV 
• Technical work – guidelines for support to key 
 populations; materials for community action on 
 PMTCT; support on children for the Global  Fund to 
 Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria; programme 
 brief on young children 



Products 

• Meeting presentations and reports 

• Two previous special journal issues 

• Information and advocacy materials on PMTCT, 
 young children 

• International guidance for care workers assisting 
 families and children of people in key  populations 
 to help them manage ethical  dilemmas – ongoing 

 

 www.ccaba.org 



Journal Issue - 2010 

Family-Centred Services for Children Affected by HIV and AIDS 
 

• The transmission of HIV between family members, 
 vertically and horizontally 

• The critical role of the family in prevention, treatment, 
 care and support eg PMTCT 

• Men and fathers 
• Key populations – families and children (the birth of 

 the Coalition’s guidance document) 



Journal Issue - 2012 

Community Action to End 
Paediatric HIV Infections 

 

• Commentaries by Michel Sidibe 
 and Eric Goosby 

• A research article by affected 
 women in ICW and GNP+ 

• A commentary by ICW and GNP+ 
 on language and its affect on 
 people and the epidemic –  eg 
 elimination 

• The role of men, family and community in PMTCT 
• Large-scale community programmes – bringing research and 

 programme expertise together 
 

http://www.pepfar.gov/


Journal Issue - 2012 

Children Born into Families Affected by 
HIV  

 

• Commentaries by UNICEF, the Office of 
 the Global AIDS Ambassador (PEPFAR) 
 and Steve Hilton (the Conrad N Hilton 
 Foundation) 

• A review by affected women in the 
 Community Engagement Working 
 Group (CEWG) of the PMTCT IATT on 
 the importance of integrated inter-
 ventions for the whole person and the 
 family lifecycle 

• From descriptions of problems to interventions (eg family- and 
school-based), policies (eg WHO feeding) and programmes (eg SA 
social protection) subjected to rigorous testing 

http://www.pepfar.gov/


The Road to Melbourne: 
Young Children Born into Families 

Affected by HIV 

 

• The methodology 

• The issues 

• The process forward 



Methodology 

• Identify the issues, based on: 
• The Coalition’s path and progress 
• Opportunities in the global HIV and child environment 
• Collaborations eg UNICEF, PEPFAR and the Conrad N 

 Hilton Foundation 

• The methodology 
• Host three meetings 

• Define the problem and review research 
• Assemble policy and programme experience 
• Bring research and experience together for knowledge transfer and 
 advocacy  

• Special journal issue and theme of the symposium 
• Align and concentrate Coalition member’s effort 
 



Young Children: The Issues 

• The new frontiers for PMTCT – key populations. 
 under-served areas, the poorest families 

• Prevention, as well as treatment – reaching 
 vulnerable children BEFORE they are 
 stigmatised, become malnourished or ill, 
 experience neglect or abuse, lose parents or 
 are infected with HIV 

• Young children identified through HTC, PMTCT, ECD,  
 OVC and other programmes immediately 
 receive services to promote their health and 
 wellbeing 



HTC  & PMTCT as Entry Points 

• Not replicating identification processes – “looking 
 for OVC” 

• Children are reached early and their suffering 
 averted or reduced 

• Family-based services that contribute to HIV 
 prevention, treatment and mitigation 

• Improved efficiency – interventions which prevent 
 harm are usually more cost-effective than 
 rehabilitation 



Young Children Born into Families 
Affected by HIV 

• The goal is to encourage the integration of services for 
young children and their families through: 

• The health system – PMTCT, early infant diagnosis and 
paediatric treatment etc  – and to extend services 
beyond infancy 
 

• The ECD system – home visiting, parenting, child care 
services, and preschool education and stimulation etc  – 
and to reach down to pregnant women and to children 
starting at birth 
 

• The OVC system - encourage support for affected 
families and children, starting in pregnancy, birth and 
infancy and continuing until children enter school 



Three Meetings … 

• New York in May 2013 defined the issues and 
 considered the evidence 

• Cape Town in December 2013 shared implementers’ 
 (govt and civil society) experiences, successes and 
 challenges 

• London in February 2014 formulated the findings, 
 advocacy messages and strategies to be  presented 
 at: 

• The Children’s Symposium in Melbourne 

• The Global Partners’ Forum in Melbourne, co-hosted with 
 UNICEF  



Meeting 1: The Evidence 

1. Young children are neglected, not only in 
 treatment, but also in care and support 

2. This has serious deleterious consequences, 
 because the environment and experience most 
 strongly exert their influence in early childhood 

3. There are effective, scalable interventions to 
 promote children’s growth, health and 
 development in an integrated way 



Highlights – Stephen Arpadi (ICAP) 





Highlights – Gretchen Bachman (USAID) 



Highlights – Pia Rebello Britto (UNICEF) 



 
Early Development is Extremely Rapid  

 

FIRST YEAR 
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Slide by Center on the Developing Child, 

Harvard University 



The First 1000 Days 

The first 1000 days – a unique 
window of influence 
  
 270 (pregnancy)  
 + 365 (year 1)  
 + 365 (year 2)  
 = 1000 days 
 

A period of marked susceptibility 
to environmental influences for 
future health, wellbeing, social 
relations and productivity 



Inequalities Set in Early 

Children’s 
vocabulary  by 
socioeconomic 
status – birth to 
3 years 
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Highlights – Nigel Rollins (WHO) 



WHO/UNICEF Nutrition& Development  



Cape Town, Dec 2013 

• Hilton Foundation and 14 implementing partners 
 are champions of the Coalition’s focus on 
 young children in families affected by HIV 

• Heard examples of successful, integrated  
 interventions in homes, communities,  child 
 care centres, preschools 

• Integration with health, social protection, 
 livelihood strategies, education, water and 
 sanitation services 



Implementation Experience 

• Although there are multiple entry points, they are 
 not yet being used to the full 

• The youngest children, from birth, are still falling 
 through the cracks 

• We must reach young children of key populations 

• The workforce must be developed & accredited 

• Government and civil society must find better ways 
 of working together 

• Advocacy is needed to increase demand by parents 



Nutrition Services for Families 



Integration into Health Services 
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Coalition’s Cape Town Statement 

“Start Early, Start Now 
Meet the needs of children born into families affected by HIV” 
 

Nelson Mandela was a resolute, unapologetic advocate for children, saying ‘there can be no 
keener revelation of a society’s soul than the way in which it treats its children’—his 
determination to help the children of the world will live on. 
We know with good evidence that any child born into a family affected by HIV faces immediate 
and longer term biological, environmental and psychosocial challenges. We know that if these 
challenges are not addressed early, they threaten a child’s ability to cope and thrive. 
We also know that there are proven interventions that can prevent and mitigate the damaging 
effects of HIV and AIDS.  By integrating clinical and developmental interventions for young 
children born into families affected by HIV and AIDS, we can provide children at risk with a 
strong foundation for the rest of teir lives. 
“There were a number of emerging opportunities for integration of early childhood 
development and HIV services discussed during the Coalition meeting. Efforts to prevent 
mother-to-child transmission of HIV (PMTCT) present an ideal entry point for early 
identification of HIV infected and affected children and greater promotion of infant well-
being. Early child development expertise and programmes should be integrated with other 
caregiver-focused and pediatric HIV initiatives to improve a multitude of outcomes for children 
and families. 
As the HIV and AIDS community gathers this week in Cape Town for ICASA, one of Mandela’s 
most famous quotes comes to mind: ‘Give a child love, laughter and peace, not AIDS.’ The 
Coalition calls on governments, implementers and other stakeholders to join our effort to stop 
HIV and AIDS from impacting another generation of children in Africa and around the world.” 
 
 



London, Feb 2014 

• Work of partners – among others, USAID/PEPFAR, 
the Conrad N Hilton Foundation, UNICEF, WHO, 
Consultative Group on ECCD, ICW/NEPHAK, IATT 
PMTCT CEWG 

• Focus on messaging, advocacy, dissemination and 
 follow-up 

• Coalition statement Start Early, Start Now 

• Coalition programme brief Now More Then Ever 



PEPFAR / USAID 

 
PEPFAR Special Integration Initiative for the Youngest Children 

   

4 Countries - Lesotho, Malawi, Swaziland, Zimbabwe 
Integration of OVC programmes with pediatric treatment and PMTCT 
to promote: 
• Attachment 
• Cognitive development 
• Nutrition 
• Family strengthening 
• Parenting skills 
• The retention of HIV+ children and caregivers in treatment 



Monitoring, Evaluation and Learning (HSRC) 
• Improve training and mentoring 

• Target especially vulnerable children and familieswith 
 sufficient intensity and duration 



 



 



PEPFAR – Long-term outcomes 





Coalition Statement & Brief 



Happy 10th Birthday! 


